Rideau Area Group Forum Minutes
September 17, 2009

In Attendance:  Mike Harris – 28th Ottawa/AYC, Helen St. Denis - DAC Training, Kathleen Provost – 11th Ottawa, Stan Aronoff – 104th Ottawa, Heather Shore – 1st Osgoode, Nancy Knox – 1st Greely, Dan McCarthy – 101st Ottawa, Grace Jones – AC, Greg McGinnis – 2nd Russell/Chair of All Section Activity Day.

Absent:  Allen Holtz – 1st Manotick

Area Commissioner’s Report

· Grace, Helen St. Denis, Randy Miller, Kent Kerr attended a Council Management weekend at Camp Opemikon September 11-13/09.  Good discussions and planning happened.

· Council’s 3 goals are:

· Raise membership by 3%

· Recognition – 5 National Awards, 2 Youth awards presented per Area and each Area have their own award

· 2 visits per section

· Findlay Creek – Flyers were distributed through the Community Association,  Mike Harris & Grace Jones attended a community event in the park, and a Fun Night/info night for bringing Scouting to Findlay Creek was held Sept 10th.  Mainly Beaver aged youth attended.  Very successful.  6 youth registration forms were collected.  Will be following up to see if adults can be found to deliver the program.  A couple potential people have been identified.

· Sherry Oake has stepped down as GC for the 137th Ottawa.  Grace is currently filling that position.

Training
· WBI module I and orientation is now available online

· Area courses will be adjusted as necessary

· More WBI course components will be added

· Training reminder letters being rewritten, they have been turned off in the interim; still need to get your extension requests in 
· Training will eventually interface with MMS so everything will be easier

· Leaders who have WBI and are taking it in another section are exempted from module I

· WBII will not be put online

· There will be a Pack and Colony WBI in Manotick in Nov; cofirmed dates and locations TBA

· Company and Crew will be at Rovent 

· Themed workshops at Scouts HQ are on the website 

· Music and Songs is Oct 25th; Youth with Disabilities Oct 17th 
· Council 6er/2nd Workshop.  Rideau will run its own as per usual.  A common syllabus for the Council is being developed for all youth leadership training.  Recruiting youth to train these workshops; the goal is to make a Council pool of youth trainers

Upcoming Events
· Oct 5 Troop Scouters Summit

· Sept 25 Troop outdoor skills camp at No’chimik

· PL/APL being planned for Oct – original plans were postponed as many Troops were just not prepared yet.

· Sept 28th special Sharing Session (Beavers) for Area All sections activity day

· Area All sections activity day: will be program for every section; registration package coming out; 9am-8pm at Baxter Conservation Area; $10 a person.  Greg McGinnis, Chair of the event provided a very informative run down of the days activities.  It is going to be a BLAST.  Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Recognition
· Rideau Area Participation Award has been finalized and being sent out.  Important that EVERYONE is aware.  Attendance of all Youth and Adult Members is imperative.  This award is an individual award, not a Section or Group award.
· Commissioner Quality Award 2008/2009 will be presented at the Area All Sections event.  The low number of award nominations that were submitted is disappointing but it is realized that the trust has to be rebuilt.    
· If you need help writing someone up for an award ask Randy

· Randy is still working on getting recognition and years of service up to date; the focus will be on recognizing leaders who have not been recognized and who have 10+ years of service

· Group awards and thank yous are always encouraged

Program
· Support visits to sections are starting soon

· Kent from the 11th will be helping coordinate Area programming

· Dec 12th Sens sleepover at Scotia Place: see them play the Hurricanes, sleepover and watch a film; $15 for just the game, $25 for the sleepover

· Popcorn kits are out

· A Group is being formed in Findlay Creek, transferring 1st Gloucester administration and equipment; going to run a Colony, maybe a Pack

New Business
· Apple Day – October 2-3rd.  Location and supply requests have been distributed by Frank.  Reminder to secure permission to set up at your locations.  Let Grace and/or Frank know if you need to adjust the number of boxes of apples, crests or tags.

· Scout Popcorn – Wendy Branson is the Area popcorn coordinator again this year.  Thanks Wendy.  The kits are out.  If you have not already picked up your kits they are available at the Council office and must be signed for.

· Registration & Membership

1. Membership cards as of Aug 31st were distributed to those attending.  Each month those registered in the month previously will be made available to the Area Commissioners.

2. Scouts Canada’s insurance doesn’t cover us till the paper work and money is in the office- don’t get hurt! Scouts Canada will be on the hook, self insured.
3. New Leader Welcome Kits are available through Grace for any new Leaders this year.  The NLWK is also available at www.scouts.ca/NLWK
4. Membership report as of Sept 8th 2009 was shared.

5. School flyers have started to be sent home from some schools.

6. Initial fall registration packages must be reviewed by the Area.  Contact Grace when your package is ready.  

Next Meeting:
Thursday, November 19, 2009




Fred Barrett Arena – Meeting Room




7:00p.m.
