                          RIDEAU AREA GROUP FORUM


MINUTES OF


January 18, 2007





      Place:		North Gower United Church


		


     Time:		7:15 p.m.





In Attendance:





Grace Jones (Area Commissioner &1st Greely - Group Commissioner), Amelia Levey (DAC - Group Support),  John Gould (1st Gloucester - Akela), Frank Ellis (11th/113th Representative & Apple Day/Scoutrees), Randy Miller (2nd Russell), Dave McOnie (104th Ottawa-Group Commissioner), Dan McCarthy (101st - Group Commissioner), Wendy Branson and Teresa Stephens (1st North Gower), Glen Hodgins (28th Ottawa – Prospective Group Commissioner); Sherry Oake (137th Ottawa - Group Commissioner





Introductions:  





	Everyone introduced themselves by giving their name and which group they were representing.  Amelia thanked Wendy for hosting this month’s Group Forum.  Amelia thanked the groups as well for their participation in “Adopt a Youth at Xmas” and told them that an article will be published in an upcoming edition of the Leader Magazine.  She will inform everyone once she finds out which edition it will be.  There was also a brief discussion surrounding the Senators fundraising with those interested in participating having the option of either contacting Amelia at a.levey@sympatico.ca or Derek Ellwood at derek.ellwood@rogers.com   25 volunteers are needed for each game with $20 per person coming back to their Group at the end of the season.





	Amelia also gave each group a handout consisting of the following:  





Registration Report generated January 12th, 2007. Action:  Look at this on a section-by-section basis and let us know if your handout coincides with your own group’s roster.





The Area breakdown for Ratios.  Action:  Review your ratios to ensure that your sections are meeting the requirements.  If you have a ratio that is not, how is this being handed?  We also ask that you let us know the status of and the reason for the Leaders and Youth still being listed as Prospective.





A list of PRC expired in your group as of January 15th, 2007.  Action:  Please look into this and contact those leaders whose PRCs need to be renewed.





A list of 2nd year leaders not fulfilling WB1 course requirements, as well as Extensions/Exemptions, and lastly 1st year leaders this year requiring WB1 training.


 


For those Groups not present the package will be mailed to them.  Responses are requested by the end of January. 





	Grace reported, as our interim Area Commissioner, on the following:





Registration:  Currently in Rideau Area we have 837 members, down a little from 911 members in 2006.  She stated we’re at 63 % retention and 91.9 % growth.  She also stated that Voyageur Council is the first Council to achieve 90% membership.





Introduction of re-shuffled Area Team:  Helen St. Denis will take over the position of DAC Training; Honours & Award will shuffle to Group Support; Al Burns will join the team and help Amelia with Group Support.  Al’s email address is aburns@2ndrussellscouting.ca. Grace is still waiting to hear from a potential candidate for the “DAC Program” position.





Popcorn:  Grace thanked Wendy Branson for undertaking Popcorn for Rideau Area and presented her with a little gift (none other than Popcorn).





Training:  Reminder that all 1st year leaders are required to attend a WB1 course during their first year.  Action: In reviewing your registration package provided to you, please be sure to let us know the status of any prospective leaders and if they are 1st year leaders so no one is caught by surprise at a later date.  Keep an eye on the training calendar at                    www.voyageur.scouts.ca/training/ for upcoming courses for your leaders.  Also please forward any training applications requiring Area Commissioner’s signature to the office and let Grace know.  She will ensure they are reviewed.  There are currently two opportunities to attend Gateway which are on Thursday, January 25th, Scout Headquarters from 7:00 to 9:00, and Knox United Church in Nepean from 7:45 to 9:45 p.m.  There is also a WB1 for “Those who help others” - Scout Headquarters, February 2-4.  It is suggested and encouraged that all Group Commissioners, Group Committee members, and all others who provide support attend.





Grace also advised the meeting that she had passed our concerns on that were brought up at December’s Summit, ie. MMS user form and individual group financial statements.





Equipment Needs:   Grace informed the groups that the 69th Ottawa group which closed doors over the summer, has handed over a voluminous amount of equipment to the Area.  She is asking each group to prepare a list of “NEEDS” and “WANTS for their group.  The needs will be looked at first and if there is anything left over, the “WANTS” list will then be looked at.  Dave McOnie with the 104th Ottawa also stated that they had excess equipment and would be willing to hand over some as well.  They have 10 old stoves.  Please email Grace at gracemj@rogers.com your “NEEDS/WANTS” list by Friday, January 26th, 2007.


Friendsfest ‘007:  Friendsfest is following a James Bond theme.  It’s a “Bonding” Experience.  Registration fees for members joining after February 1st is $90.00.  More information and the Friendsfest information package can be found at http://www.voyageur.scouts.ca/index1.htm  Let’s all Bring a Friend and increase our registration to over 100% growth.








Frank Ellis spoke on Scout Trees.  This year’s annual tree planting is scheduled for May 5th, 2007.  He will endeavor to send to the groups last year’s list showing numbers of kits ordered and crests.  Please have a look and reply to Frank by February 7th with the numbers required by your group.  He also stated that lengthy discussions were had between Scouts Canada representatives and the City’s Public Relations Department re: more exposure of Scout 


Canada’s involvement in this yearly endeavor.  He is hoping that the kits will be ready for our March Summit to be handed out.  He would like all kits returned with money by the end of May at the latest.





Grace ended the meeting with a few comments:





Commemorative Centenniary Medal:  The deadline has been extended to February 5th, 2007 for nominations.  She would like them to come through Area first.  





Voyageur Council is looking for a representative to join the Provincial Incorporated Body.  Please speak to Grace if there is anyone interested.  A job description will be supplied.





PR Kit - The Council is currently taking orders from any Group wishing to purchase their own PR Kit similar to the one displayed at an earlier meeting this year.





	Amelia adjourned the meeting at 8:45.





	Next meeting:   March’s Summit (a date and venue to be determined)
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